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spent fuel, is in the hands of the European Union. The country risks becoming the first member state to expel a Russian-supplied nuclear reactor, propelled by Catalan separatist parties and a new opposition alliance. “You cannot be sure that the Spanish state won’t remove this reactor,” declared José Manuel
Soria, vice president of Catalonia’s regional parliament, as Catalonia announced its departure from the EU on Friday. The plant in the north-western town of Gandia was built with Russian help in 2011. “If the government in Madrid wants to expel that reactor, it will have to clear the Ucranian path.” The

contentious project has created a political whirlwind at a time when Catalonia is flirting with independence. The pro-independence party, ERC, is the only one in the regional parliament with parliamentary supremacy and is backed by radical left and right parties. The party’s new opposition alliance includes
parties that advocate reorienting Spain towards Russia. Two parties aligned to Podemos, which won 20% of the vote in the recent general elections, and socialists talk of moving the country’s nuclear fuel. Podemos, which has signed a pact with Junts pel Sí, Catalonia’s independence coalition, has proposed that
Spanish nuclear waste is not considered a national asset. Junts pel Sí won 71 seats in the parliament on 9 December. “The danger with this reactor is that we will be the first country to expel a reactor provided by the USSR, because it has come to an end of its life,” said Marta Saracho, who was a scientist at
the Russian-Spanish Centre for Nuclear Research (CERN) during the 1990s and is an ERC deputy. She told the Guardian that she feared Spain’s nuclear situation could become “a time bomb”. In June, two professors at CERN in Switzerland, Jordi Pujol Ferrusola and Miriam Ramona Rajan (whose lab Pujol led), joined a

call for the government to stop the reactor. The joint appeal to the European Union
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