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was a teacher and writer who taught at Yale University from 1951 until his

retirement in 1995. He is perhaps best known for his essay collection, The Gap
in the Soul: The Literary Imagination and Aging (Oxford, 1980). Early in his

career, Alterson was “the subject of a perceptive case study” by Leon
Wieseltier in a review of his book My Third Life: Autobiography and the Novel
(1971). Wieseltier opens his review by arguing that a poet, like a painter or
musician, is a kind of modern-day shaman. Alterson’s life followed a similar
course. He went to Yale in 1951, then in the mid-1960s he had a nervous
breakdown. Recovering, he left teaching and retreated to a farmhouse in
Connecticut to write poetry. Alterson’s first book was The Gap in the Soul

(1960), a collection of short poems. In The Gap in the Soul, poems range from
free verse to decasyllabics, from the classical to surrealism, and from the

archetypal to the absurd. “Convocation,” one of the longer poems, contains
the following lines: “No man, not even a president, is beholden / to the glory of
his own eyes. / For he only attains it by forgetting / the ash-gray of the sun; he

only subsists / in that self-congratulatory illusion.” However, Alterson is not
merely a poet of the contemporary scene; he is an urbane man of letters with
a great appreciation for writers past and present. In a review of Geoff Dyer’s

Out of Sheer Rage (1974), Wieseltier writes, “The early O e79caf774b
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we headed over to the track to check in on Jeff Tedford. Tedford: "We're light
on defenders. You guys know where we're at. That's what I wanted to talk to
you guys about. What you guys have got to do is stick to it. Make sure you
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Good quarterbacks, the other team is going to run the ball and look to score
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