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Melissa J. Carlson, PhD, RN,

FAAN, FAANP Dr. Carlson is a
Professor and Associate Dean

for the School of Nursing,
University of Illinois at

Chicago and Director of the
University of Illinois College of

Nursing’s Patient Safety
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Center of Nursing Excellence.
She is an expert in the areas
of patient safety and quality
of care. She is the co-author
of "Surgical Safety: A Primer
for Nurses" and co-author of
"Medical Practice and Patient
Safety: A Primer for Nurses."
She is a past-president of the
National Database for Nursing
Quality Indicators and serves
on the editorial board of the
Journal of Patient Safety. Dr.
Carlson has published more
than 100 scientific articles

and chapters in professional
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journals, including the Journal
of Patient Safety, Nursing
Research, the Journal of

Health Care Quality, and The
Joint Commission Journal. She
has lectured across the U.S.
and internationally, including

Brazil and India, and is the
recipient of the National

Quality Forum’s Barry Oshatz
Award, the highest honor

awarded to a quality
improvement professional.
Over the past two decades,
she has received numerous

grants to support her
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scholarly research. She has
developed two programs that
have been sponsored by the

Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ):

The University of Illinois at
Chicago College of Nursing
established a program to
enhance the teaching of

evidence-based care and the
development of practice

through the implementation
of the evidence-based

nursing curriculum. This
program received a five-year,

$3.45 million grant from
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AHRQ in 2008. The training
has produced 17 instructors,
who have taught more than

500 students across four
training sites. The Institute for

Healthcare Improvement's
Evidence-Based Nursing

(EBN) Programs support the
implementation of evidence-

based clinical practice
guidelines and the promotion
of integrated evidence-based
practice. The Patient Safety
Academy is one of the first
such programs. Led by Dr.
Carlson, the Academy has
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trained more than 700
preceptors, RN instructors,
and other team members.

Research Interests Dr.
Carlson's work has focused
on improving the quality of
nursing practice. She is the

author or co-author of several
widely used textbooks,

including: How to Enhance
the Quality of Nursing Care: A
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